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PROGRESSION THROUGH THE 
NSW CRIMINAL COURT SYSTEM
January 2021 to December 2025

Trends in court finalisations

Bail refusal

Trends in court finalisations by Aboriginality

156,256
defendants with a finalised court 
appearance in the 12 months to 
December 2025

The number of defendants bail 
refused at time of finalisation 
increased slightly in the last 2 
years to December 2025, while 
the proportion fell slightly.

Past 2 years 

Number              Rate

   613           0.3 p.p.

94%

Aboriginal defendants

Up 7.8% average   
annual 5 Yr % change

Total defendants

Up 4.9% average   
annual 5 Yr % change

Bail status at finalisation
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refused at 
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8.9%

Note: Due to the updated identification method, counts of Aboriginal defendants from December 2025 onwards 
cannot be directly compared with earlier NSW Criminal Court Statistics. See full report for details. 

https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/dcj/bocsar/documents/publications/ccs-annual/New_South_Wales_Criminal_Courts_Statistics_Jan_2021_to_Dec_2025.xlsx


bocsar.nsw.gov.au

2

PROGRESSION THROUGH THE NSW CRIMINAL COURT SYSTEM
January 2021 to December 2025

July 2026

Court outcomes

Offence types

Top 10 offence types*, January to December 2025

156,256
defendants with a finalised 
court appearance in the 12 
months to December 2025

• 86%
         had a proven charge

• 8%
        were withdrawn by the      
        prosecution

Court outcome, January to December 2025

*Defendants found guilty by principal offence .

48,057

17,636

10,458

10,068

9,321

8,998

7,354

4,982

4,193

4,131

Traffic and vehicle offences

Offences against justice procedures and orders

Harm or endanger persons

Drug offences

Theft

Domestic violence related assault

Non-domestic violence related assault

Public order, health, and safety offences

Property damage

Weapons and explosives offences

86%
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Not proven

Dismissed - mental health or
cognitive impairment

All charges withdrawn by
prosecution
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Sentencing outcomes

Custodial sentences

134,913
defendants found guilty in the 12 
months to December 2025

• 40% received a fine

• 22% received an 
unsupervised community 
sentence

• 19% received a 
supervised community 
sentence

COVID Impact

The proportion of defendants 
receiving custody increased by 

0.4p.p in the past 5 yrs

Number and proportion of proven court appearances where the 
defendant received a custodial sentence
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At various points 
between 2020 and 2021, 
routine court operations 
were suspended or 
interrupted to protect 
the safety of court 
users. These changes 
reduced the number of 
matters that were able 
to be finalised in 2020 
and 2021, particularly in 
the Local Court. Court 
operations were largely 
uninterrupted 
in 2022. 

9.5% of defendants found 
guilty received a custodial sentence in 
the 12 months to December 2025 
(12,844)
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