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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RELATED MURDER IN NSW
Trends to December 2024

Long-term trends in domestic violence related murder

Relationship between victim of DV murder and perpetrator
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Child victims
88% of child victims were 

murdered by a family 
member 

Adult male victims
38% of adult male victims 
were murdered by someone 

other than a partner or family 
member, e.g. a flatmate

Adult female victims

70% of adult female 
victims were murdered by an 

intimate partner 

Relationship type adult female 
victims, 5 years to Dec 24 (n=64)

Relationship type child victims, 
5 years to Dec 24 (n=26)

Relationship type adult male 
victims, 5 years to Dec  24 (n=58)

Intimate Partner: current & ex-spouse/partner, current & ex-boyfriend/girlfriend. Family: child, parent, sibling, other family member. 
Other DV relationship: carer, housemate, persons in authority, other (e.g. ex-partner of partner). Totals include where a victim's age or gender was unknown.
Source: Recorded Crime Statistics December 2024. DV murder victims recorded by the NSW Police and verified by BOCSAR
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15 victims
12 months to Dec 2024

Down
20-year trend

6
Adult male

victims

40% or 25 victims were murdered by 
a current spouse or partner 

18 women and 7 men

44% or 27 victims were murdered by 
a current or ex-boyfriend/girlfriend 

19 women and 8 men

100% of adult female victims 
were murdered by a male 

intimate partner

71% of adult male victims were 
murdered by a female intimate 

partner

Gender of perpetrator, 5 years to Dec 24 (n=52)

Intimate Partner: current & ex-spouse/partner, current & ex-boyfriend/girlfriend. Family: child, parent, sibling, other family member. 
Other DV relationship: carer, housemate, persons in authority, other (e.g. ex-partner of partner). Totals include where a victim's age or gender was unknown.
The perpetrator information on this page only includes persons of interest who were legally proceeded against by NSW Police.

Nature of the intimate partner relationship
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19 victims
12 months to Dec 2024

Stable
 20-year trend

                      41% of victims of family
                    murder were children   

                    14 boys and 9 girls

78% were murdered by a parent/guardian

59% of victims of family 
murder were adults 

14 women 19 men

4
Adult male 

victims

Intimate Partner: current & ex-spouse/partner, current & ex-boyfriend/girlfriend. Family: child, parent, sibling, other family member.  
Other DV relationship: carer, housemate, persons in authority, other (e.g. ex-partner of partner). Totals include where a victim's age or gender was unknown.
The perpetrator information on this page only includes persons of interest who were legally proceeded against by NSW Police.

Nature of the family relationship

Long-term trends in family murder

Relationship type, 5 years to Dec 24 (n=56)
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3 in 4 family murder 
victims were murdered 
by male family member
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