
AIM	� To compare crime and safety in New South Wales (NSW) with other Australian states and 
territories for violent and property crime.

METHOD	� Crime data is considered from both police administrative systems and crime victimisation 
surveys.  Police-recorded crime statistics for the year 2023 were obtained from the national 
collection collated and standardised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).  
 
Victimisation surveys gather self-reported experiences of crime from a representative sample 
of the population. ABS crime victimisation surveys include the Crime Victimisation Survey 
(2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24), the Personal Fraud Survey (2023/24), and the Personal Safety 
Survey (2021/22). In the case of some low prevalence offences, survey data was pooled across 
multiple years to improve victimisation estimates. 
 
NSW victimisation rates and recorded crime rates were compared with other states and 
territories, and the national average. Comparisons were produced for a range of violent and 
property crime offences available in the various sources. Statistical significance for the survey 
data was determined at the 95% confidence level.

RESULTS	� NSW consistently records some of the lowest crime victimisation rates nationally for many 
violent and property offences. The specific offences for which NSW shows very low comparative 
crime rates are: murder, physical assault, robbery, break and enter, motor vehicle theft, malicious 
damage and theft from motor vehicle.  
 
Sexual assault, however, stands out as an offence of concern. NSW rates from police-recorded 
crime statistics and the Personal Safety Survey suggest NSW is at the higher end of the national 
range, though not significantly different from the national average. 
 
Rates of domestic violence and fraud in NSW appear to be comparable to the national average, 
with no significant differences detected.  

CONCLUSION	� Overall, the analysis demonstrates that crime rates in NSW are generally low compared to 
other Australian states and territories. Sexual assault rates in NSW are the main area of 
concern. These findings suggest that while NSW is generally safer than elsewhere in Australia, 
ongoing attention to sexual assault prevention and support is warranted.
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INTRODUCTION
Crime is the subject of considerable public, media and government scrutiny. Public discussion and media 
coverage of crime often centres on whether crime is rising or falling. In NSW, on a quarterly basis, the 
Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) publishes police-recorded crime statistics showing 
whether there has been an upward or downward trend in crime over both the short and long-term, in 
every community in NSW. 

However, one important but less frequently reported concern is how crime rates in NSW compare with 
other Australian states and territories. For those of us in NSW, it is relevant to ask: how does crime in this 
state compare against the national average and other jurisdictions?

Fortunately, there are several data sources available that help build this picture. While each source has 
its strengths and limitations, when taken together, they provide a relatively complete understanding of 
comparative crime rates.

METHOD

Police-recorded crime statistics

Within each state and territory, local police systematically record information about crimes reported to 
and detected by them in their administrative systems. On an annual basis, each police service provides an 
extract of this information to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). The ABS take considerable efforts 
to achieve an acceptable level of uniformity and comparability in crime reports from across the different 
states and territories. They do this by applying rigorously developed standards, classifications and 
counting rules (see the National Crime Recording Standard (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2012)).

The benefits of police-recorded crime statistics are that they are readily available and, because they 
reflect all recorded crimes, they can be disaggregated to provide information for sub-groups such as local 
communities or particular groups of victims. 

This ABS collection, Recorded Crime – Victims (2023) makes police-recorded crime statistics data available 
on: murder, physical assault, sexual assault, robbery, unlawful entry, motor vehicle theft and other theft 
(Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2024).

Crime Victim Survey results

A key limitation of police-recorded crime statistics is that they only capture offences that come to police 
attention. Many crimes – particularly those involving personal or sensitive matters – are unreported.

To address this gap, it is useful to supplement police data with findings from crime victimisation surveys, 
which ask a representative sample of the population about their recent experiences with crime.

The ABS routinely conducts three relevant national surveys:

1.	 The Crime Victimisation Survey (2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
2025a). This annual survey is appended to the ABS’s ongoing Multipurpose Household Survey1. 
One household member aged 15 years or over is randomly selected to complete the crime 
victimisation survey in a personal interview by telephone. In 2023/24 it was administered to 
26,176 respondents across Australia (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025b) with a response rate 
of 66%; 6,475 respondents were from NSW (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025c). 

1	 This survey is conducted to supplement to the national household ABS Labour Force, Australia survey (LFS)
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	 The crime victimisation survey collects self-reported data on the respondent’s experience of the 
following crimes in the previous 12 months: physical assault; face-to-face-threatened assault; sexual 
assault; fraud; robbery; break-in; motor vehicle theft; malicious property damage; theft from motor 
vehicle and other theft (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025b).  Information on the relationship 
between the offender and the victim allows visibility of domestic and family violence. Here we also 
compare violent victimisation by victim gender. 

	 Because victim surveys rely on sample data, they produce an estimated rate of victimisation 
rather than exact counts. For less common offences, these estimates can be unreliable due to the 
small number of positive responses. To improve reliability, survey results for some offences have 
been pooled across multiple years – a standard method for increasing confidence in estimates of 
low prevalence crimes (see ABS data pooling information, Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025d). 
For physical assault; face-to-face threatened assault; break-in; motor vehicle theft; malicious damage; 
theft from motor vehicle and other theft offences, we pool data across two surveys. For sexual 
assault and DFV physical or threatened victimisation, we pool data across three surveys. The pooled 
data is described as the annual average over the relevant years.

2.	 The Personal Fraud Survey (2023/24) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025e). Like the Crime 
Victimisation Survey, this annual survey is also appended to the ABS Multipurpose Household 
Survey. It asks respondents whether they have experienced personal fraud in the past 12 months, 
including card fraud, identity theft, and scams (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025f).

3.	 The Personal Safety Survey (PSS) (2021/22) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025g). The PSS 
is conducted every five years and was most recently conducted in 2021-22. The most recent PSS 
sampled 11,905 people aged 18 years and over across Australia, deliberatively over-sampling 
women, to better capture gendered experiences of violence. Participating households were 
pre-allocated a sex and an adult resident of that sex was randomly selected for interview. If 
no individual of the pre-allocated sex was available, a person of the opposite sex was selected 
instead. Interviews were conducted either face-to-face or via telephone. The 2021-22 PSS had 
a response rate of 52.2%, including 9,832 women and 2,073 men. To ensure participant safety 
and data integrity, survey participation was voluntary, conducted in private settings, and excluded 
proxy interviews for sensitive survey components. The PSS places particular emphasis on 
respondent’s experience of violent crime, with a strong focus on women’s experiences of physical 
violence, sexual violence and intimate partner violence (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025h). 

	 As with other surveys, prevalence estimates for less common offences can be statistically unstable 
– especially when broken down by state or territory. Unlike the Crime Victimisation Survey, the PSS 
is conducted infrequently, so pooling results across years is not possible. Despite this limitation, 
the PSS is included in this report to help substantiate whether the general patterns observed 
in other data sources are consistent. The variability of the estimates is shown by confidence 
intervals, which in some cases, are quite wide.

Analysis

For victim survey results, the data indicates whether the NSW victimisation rate is significantly different to 
the Australian rate and that of other jurisdictions. Significant differences were determined by the ABS at 
the 95% confidence level. Significance testing was not applied to recorded crime statistics.
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  RESULTS

Violent Offences

Murder 

The rate of murder in NSW is the lowest in Australia.

Figure 1. 	 Police-recorded murder victimisation rate, Annual average 2021-2023
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Note: Murder includes the unlawful killing of another person, excluding attempted murder and manslaughter
Source: ABS, 2024, (Recorded Crime victims, tables 1 and 10)

▪ 0.7 / 100,000 NSW residents murdered annually
▪ 9% lower than Australian rate

	• 	NSW had the lowest police-recorded rate of murder of any Australian state or territory across the 
three years 2021, 2022 and 2023.

	• 	The NSW rate (0.7 per 100,000 population) was 9% lower than the average national rate across 
those three years.

Murder is an infrequent offence with an average of 212 victims of murder in Australia each year (between 
2021-2023) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2024). Due to its low volume, annual counts can fluctuate 
from year to year. To stabilise the numbers, here we have considered the average rate of murder over 
three years from 2021, 2022 and 2023.
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Physical assault

Physical assault victimisation in NSW is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 2. Self-reported physical assault victimisation rate, Annual average 2022/23 & 2023/24
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^  Includes population aged 15+                             * The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Physical assault includes acts of physical force or violence against another person. E.g. being beaten, pushed, grabbed, hit, 
           kicked, bitten, choked, stabbed, shot, burnt.  
Excludes: incidents that occurred during course of play in organised sport, incidents of sexual assault which involved physical assault
                  (these are counted under sexual assault); and threatened assault. 
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 27a-d)

▪ 1.3% of NSW residents self-report victimisation of physical assault annually
▪ 24% lower than Australian rate 

(with difference being statistically significant)

	• 	Averaged across 2022/23 and 2023/24, NSW had the second lowest rate of self-reported physical 
assault of all Australian states and territories, according to the Crime Victimisation Survey.

o	 1.3% of NSW residents self-reported physical assault, which was significantly less than the 
Australian average, by 24%. 

o	 The self-reported rate of physical assault in NSW was statistically significantly lower than the 
rate for Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania and the Northern Territory. 

Figure 3. Police-recorded physical assault victimisation rate, 2023
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Note 1: Assault includes the direct infliction of force, injury, or violence on a person, or the direct (and immediate/confrontational) threat of
              force, injury or violence where there is an apprehension that the threat could be enacted. Excludes sexual assault. Includes ANZSOC
              categories Assault (210); Serious assault resulting in injury (211); Serious assault not resulting in injury (212); Common assault (213).
Note 2: Data for Victoria not published. No national data available.
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims, table 10)

563.3 712.7 917.4 1,071.0 1,181.1 1,486.4 4,569.8

ACT TAS NSW QLD SA WA NT

▪ 917.4 / 100,000 NSW residents physically assaulted annually

 

	• 	In 2023, the rate of police-recorded incidents of physical assault placed NSW at the lower end of 
the national range, with a rate of 917.4 per 100,000.

o	 NSW recorded lower rates of physical assault than Queensland, South Australia, Western 
Australia and the Northern Territory.

o	 NSW rates were higher than those recorded in the Australian Capital Territory and Tasmania.

o	 Comparable data for Victoria and the national average are not available, as Victorian police 
data for physical assault do not meet national comparability standards.
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Threatened assault

Threatened assault in NSW is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 4. 	 Self-reported face-to-face threatened assault victimisation rate, Annual average 
2022/23 & 2023/24

▪ 1.8% NSW residents self-report report victimisation of face-to-face threat annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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^  Includes population aged 15+                             * The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Face-to-face threatened assault includes any verbal and/or physical threat to inflict physical harm, made face-to-face. Excludes
           threats not made in person (e.g. threats made via telephone, text message, e-mail, in writing or through social media, etc).  
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 27a-d)
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	• Averaged across 2022/23 and 2023/24, NSW recorded the lowest rate of self-reported face-to-
face threatened assault of all Australian states and territories, according to the Crime Victimisation 
Survey. However, not all differences between jurisdictions were statistically significant.

o	 The NSW rate (of 1.8%) was significantly lower than the rate in Western Australia, 
Queensland and the Northern Territory. 

o	 Differences between NSW and the national average, Tasmania, the Australian Capital 
Territory, Victoria, and South Australia, were not statistically significant.

Domestic violence

NSW domestic violence rates are not measurably different to most other Australian state and 
territories. However, the limited precision of survey estimates for domestic violence offences make it 
difficult to detect meaningful differences between jurisdictions.

Figure 5. 	 Self-reported DFV assault victimisation rate, Annual average 2021/22, 2022/23 & 
2023/24

^  Includes population aged 15+                             * The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note 1: Includes physical assault and/or face-to-face threatened assault by an intimate partner (current or previous partner/girlfriend/
               boyfriend or date) or family member (parent, child, sibling or other family member).
Note 2: Data for ACT and NT not published due to high RSE.
Source: ABS, 2025i (Crime Victimisation Survey, customised data, tables 3a and 3d)
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▪ 0.72% NSW residents self-report DFV victimisation annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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	• According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, approximately 0.72% of NSW residents self-reported 
experiencing physical or threatened assault by an intimate partner or family member in the 
previous 12 months, averaged over the three years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24.

o	 This rate was statistically significantly lower than Queensland’s rate of 0.95%, but not 

significantly different from the national average or rates in other jurisdictions.  

Figure 6.     Female self-reported victimisation of intimate partner or family member 
violence rate, PSS, 2021/22

^  Includes women aged 18+                             * The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note 1: Violence includes physical and/or sexual violence by a partner (current or ex partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date), 
               or family member (parent, child, sibling, in-law or other relative) experienced in the past 2 years.
Note 2: Estimate for ACT and NT has a RSE of 25-50% and should be used with caution.
Source: ABS, 2025g (Personal Safety survey, tables 11.1-11.4)

▪ 3.8% female adults in NSW self-report family violence victimisation in the last 2 years
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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	• 	The 2021/22 Personal Safety Survey shows that 3.8% of adult women in NSW self-reported 
experiencing intimate partner or family member violence in the previous two years.

o	 This rate was statistically significantly different to the Australian Capital Territory’s rate of 
1.8%, but not significantly different to the national average or any other jurisdictions.

Violence against women

Women in NSW self-report violent crime victimisation at the lower end of the national range. However, 
the rate is not statistically different to the Australian rate or any individual state or territories. Once 
again, the limited precision of survey estimates for this offence prevent the detection of differences 
between jurisdictions.

Figure 7. Female self-reported violent victimisation rate, 2023-24

▪ 3.2% female NSW residents self-report violent victimisation annually
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^  Includes population aged 18+ for sexual assault and 15 + for other offences 
Note: Violent victimisation includes physical assault, face-to-face threatened assault, non-face-to-face threatened assault, 
            robbery and/or sexual assault.  
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, customised data, tables 1a-d)
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	• 	The Crime Victimisation Survey estimates that in 2023/24, 3.2% of NSW women self-reported 
experiencing either physical or threatened assault, sexual violence or robbery in the previous 12 
months.

o	 This rate was not significantly different from the national average or rates in other 
jurisdictions.

Figure 8. Female self-reported physical violence victimisation rate, PSS, 2021/22

▪ 4.1% female adults in NSW self-report physical violence victimisation in the last 2 years
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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*  The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Physical violence victimisation includes experiences of physical assault and physical threat in the previous 2 years.  
Source: ABS, 2025g (Personal Safety survey, tables 11.1-11.4)
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	• 	The 2021/22 Personal Safety Survey estimates that 4.1% of adult women in NSW experienced 
physical violence in the previous two years. 

o	 This rate was statistically significantly different to the Northern Territory’s rate of 8.2%, but 
not significantly different to the national average or any other jurisdictions.

Violence against men

Men in NSW self-report violent victimisation at the lower end of the national range. Once again, the rate 
is not statistically different to the Australian rate or any individual state or territories, and the limited 
precision of survey estimates for this offence prevent the detection of differences between jurisdictions. 

Figure 9. Male self-reported violent victimisation rate, 2023/24

▪ 3.3% male NSW residents self-report violent victimisation annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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^  Includes population aged 18+ for sexual assault and 15+ for other offences .
Note: Violent victimisation includes physical assault, face-to-face threatened assault, non-face-to-face threatened assault, 
            robbery and/or sexual assault.  
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, customised data, 2023-24, tables 1a-d)
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	• 	The Crime Victimisation Survey estimates that in 2023/24, 3.3% of NSW men self-reported 
experiencing either physical or threatened assault, sexual violence or robbery in the previous 12 
months.

o	 NSW had the lowest rate among each of the states and territories, however, the difference to 
the national and individual states and territories were not statistically significant. 

Sexual assault

Sexual assault victimisation in NSW is mostly at the higher end of the national range, according to 
police-recorded crime statistics and the Personal Safety Survey. However, the rate is not statistically 
different to the national average. 

Figure 10. 	 Self-reported sexual assault victimisation rate, Annual average 2021/22,  
2022/23 & 2023/24

▪ 0.4% NSW residents self-report sexual assault victimisation annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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*  The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Sexual assault includes an actual or attempted act of a sexual nature carried out against a person's will or without their 
            consent (through physical force, intimidation or coercion), such as rape, attempted rape or indecent assault and assault 
            with the intent to sexually assault. Excludes sexual harassment.  
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 29a-d)
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	• 	According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, averaged over the three years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 
2023/24, NSW residents self-reported the lowest rate of experiencing sexual assault, at a rate of 
0.4%.

o	 This rate was statistically significantly lower than the Northern Territory’s rate of 1.0%. 
However, the rate was not significantly different from the national average or rates in other 
jurisdictions.

Figure 11. Female self-reported sexual violence victimisation rate, PSS, 2021/22

▪ 3.6% female adults in NSW self-report sexual violence victimisation in the last 2 years
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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^  Includes women aged 18+                       *  The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Sexual violence includes sexual assault and sexual threat experienced in the last 2 years.  
Source: ABS, 2025g (Personal Safety survey, tables 11.1-11.4)
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	• 	According to the 2021/22 Personal Safety Survey, NSW had the highest rate of sexual violence 
against women, with approximately 3.6% of female residents in NSW self-reporting experiencing 
sexual violence in the previous 2 years.

o	 The difference between NSW and the national rate was not statistically significant.

o	 The NSW rate was statistically significantly higher than Victoria’s rate (2.1%).

Figure 12. Police reported sexual assault victimisation rate, 2023
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Note: Sexual assault includes physical contact, or intent of contact, of a sexual nature directed toward another person where that person
            does not give consent, gives consent as a result of intimidation or deception, or consent is proscribed (i.e. the person is legally
            deemed incapable of giving consent because of youth, temporary/permanent (mental) incapacity or there is a familial relationship). 
            Includes ANZSOC categories Sexual assault (310); Aggravated sexual assault (311); Non-aggravated sexual assault (312).
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims, table 10)

▪ 176.3 / 100,000 NSW residents sexually assaulted annually
▪ 29% higher than Australian rate

79.7 92.7 102.1 108.7 119.0 136.3 154.6 176.3 179.0
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	• 	In 2023, the rate of police-recorded incidents of sexual assault was 176.3 per 100,000 NSW 
residents. 

o	 NSW reported one of the highest rates of sexual assault, 29% higher than the Australian rate 
(of 136.3/100,000).

Robbery

The NSW robbery rate is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 13. 	 Self-reported robbery victimisation rate, Annual average 2021/22, 2022/23 & 
2023/24

^  Includes population aged 15+                             * The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note 1: Robbery includes actual or attempted stealing of property from a person by physically attacking or threatening them. 
               Excludes pickpocketing or theft that did not involve violence (counted under other theft).
Note 2: Estimates for Tasmania and ACT have a Relative Standard Error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution.
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 29a-d)

▪ 0.1% NSW residents self-report robbery victimisation annually
▪ 67% lower than Australian rate (with the difference being statistically significant)
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	• 	Averaged across 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24, NSW residents had the lowest rate of self-
reported robbery annually (0.1%) in Australia, according to the Crime Victimisation Survey.

o	 NSW residents self-reported a 67% statistically significant lower rate of robbery than the 
Australian average rate of 0.3%.

o	 The self-reported rate of robbery in NSW was statistically significantly lower than the rate for 
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and the Northern Territory.

Figure 14. Police-recorded robbery victimisation rate, 2022

Note 1: Robbery includes the unlawful taking of property, with intent to permanently deprive the owner of the property, from the
               immediate possession, control, custody or care of a person or organisation, accompanied by the use, and/or threatened use, 
               of immediate force or violence. This offence is divided into subcategories of armed robbery and unarmed robbery. 
                Includes ANZSOC categories Robbery (610); Aggravated robbery (611); Non-aggravated robbery (612).
Note 2: 2022 data used because NT was not available in 2023 (due to a system change).
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims, table 9)

▪ 25.3 / 100,000 NSW residents are victims of robbery annually
▪ 31% lower than Australian rate

25.3 34.2 36.2 36.5 40.6 43.7 51.3 67.4 123.1
NSW VIC TAS Australia ACT WA QLD SA NT
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	• 	In 2023, the rate of police-recorded incidents of robbery placed NSW at the lower end of the 
national range, with a rate of 25.3 per 100,000 population.

o	 The NSW rate was 31% lower than the national rate (of 36.5 per 100,000 population), and 
was lower than all other states and jurisdictions.

Property Offences

Break and enter

The NSW break and enter rate is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 15. Self-reported break-in victimisation rate, Annual average 2022/23 & 2023/24

▪ 1.4% of NSW households self-report victimisation of break-ins annually
▪ 30% lower than Australian rate (with difference being statistically significant)
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*  The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: Break-in includes acts of unauthorised forced entry into a private residence. Excludes motor vehicles or front or rear yards 
            and incidents where attempts were not successful.  
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 31a-d)
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	• 	According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, averaged across 2022/23 and 2023/24, NSW 
households had the lowest rate of self-reported break-in of all Australian states and territories at 
1.4% annually.

o	 NSW households self-reported a 30% statistically significant lower rate of break-in compared 
to the Australian average rate of 2.0%.

o	 The NSW rate was statistically significantly lower than the rate for Victoria, Tasmania, 
Queensland, Western Australia, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory.

Figure 16. Police reported unlawful entry victimisation rate, 2023

▪ 402.8 / 100,000 NSW residents are victims of unlawful entry annually
▪ 32% lower than Australia rate

Note: : Unlawful entry includes the unlawful entry (either forced or unforced) into a dwelling, or commercial premise with the intent 
             to commit an offence (including taking of property or other criminal act). Excludes retail theft; stealing from a premise where
             the offender had legitimate access; and trespass. Includes ANZSOC categories unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and
             enter (711).  
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims table 9)
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	• 	In 2023, the rate of police-recorded incidents of unlawful entry/break-ins placed NSW with the 
second lowest rate across the national range, with a rate of 402.8 per 100,000 population.

o	 The NSW rate was 32% lower than the national rate (596.6 per 100,000 population).

o	 Only the Australian Capital Territory reported lower rates of break-in than NSW.

Motor vehicle theft

NSW motor vehicle theft rate is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 17. 	 Self-reported motor vehicle theft victimisation rate, Annual average 2022/23 & 
2023/24

Note 1: Motor vehicle theft includes incidents where a motor vehicle (privately owned or company owned vehicles for personal use) 
               was stolen from any member of the household. Excludes boats, trailers and company vehicles.
Note 2: Estimate for ACT has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution.
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 31a-d)

▪ 0.5% of NSW households self-report victimisation of motor vehicle theft annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant
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	• Averaged across 2022/23 and 2023/24, 0.5% households in NSW self-reported motor vehicle theft 
annually, according to the Crime Victimisation Survey.

o	 The NSW rate was lower than the Australian rate and lower than most other states and 
territories. However, the difference was not statistically significant.

o	 Only South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory residents self-reported lower rates 
of motor vehicle theft, however, these differences were also not statistically significant.

Figure 18. Police reported motor vehicle theft victimisation rate, 2023

▪ 138.4 / 100,000 NSW residents are victims of motor vehicle theft annually
▪ 38% lower than Australian rate

Note: : Motor vehicle theft includes the taking of another person's motor vehicle illegally and without permission, with the intent of
              temporarily or permanently depriving the owner/possessor of the use of the motor vehicle. Excludes attempted motor 
              vehicle theft. Includes ANZSOC categories Theft of a motor vehicle (811) and Illegal use of a motor vehicle (812).  
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims table 9)
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	• 	In 2023, NSW had the lowest rate of police-recorded incidents of motor vehicle theft compared to 
each of the states and territories, with a rate of 138.4 per 100,000 population.

o	 The NSW rate was 38% lower than the national rate (of 224.0 per 100,000 population).

Fraud

The rate of personal fraud in NSW is similar to the national average. 

Figure 19. Self-reported personal fraud victimisation rate, 2023/24

▪ 13.2% NSW residents self-report fraud victimisation annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant

^  Includes population aged 15+
Note: : Personal fraud includes card fraud, identity theft, and scams.  
Source: ABS, 2025e (Personal Fraud survey, tables 5a-d)
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	• 	According to the 2023/24 Personal Fraud Survey, 13.2% of NSW residents self-reported 
experiencing card fraud, identity theft, or scams.

o	 This rate placed NSW close to the national average. 

o	 The NSW personal fraud rate was not significantly different to the national rate or that of any 
individual state or territory.
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Other offences

Malicious damage in NSW among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 20. 	 Self-reported malicious damage victimisation rate, Annual average 2022/23 & 
2023/24

▪ 3.0% of NSW households self-report victimisation of malicious property damage annually
▪ 17% lower than Australian rate (with the difference being statistically significant)

*The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: : Malicious damage includes intentional damage, defacement or destruction of any part of the person's home or contents
              (including land, animals or other objects). 
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 31a-d)
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	• 	According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, averaged over the two years 2022/23 and 2023/24, 
approximately 3.0% of NSW households self-reported experiencing malicious damage annually. 
The NSW rate is the lowest of all states and territories.

o	 This rate was statistically significantly lower by 17% than the national average rate (3.6%).

o	 The NSW rate was also significantly lower than Queensland, Tasmania, the Australian Capital 
Territory, Western Australia and the Northern Territory.

Theft from a motor vehicle in NSW among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 21. 	 Self-reported theft from motor vehicle victimisation rate, Annual average 
2022/23 & 2023/24

▪ 1.4% of NSW households self-report theft from motor vehicle annually
▪ 33% lower than Australian rate (with the difference being statistically significant)

*The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: : Theft from motor vehicle includes incidents where property was stolen from a motor vehicle. Excludes property owned 
             by a business or employer (e.g. a work computer), property stolen from commercial vehicles and break-in to a motor vehicle 
             where nothing was stolen.
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 31a-d)
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	• According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, approximately 1.4% of NSW households self-reported 
theft from motor vehicle averaged over the two years 2022/23 and 2023/24. The NSW rate is the 
lowest of all states and territories.

o	 This rate was statistically significantly lower by 33% than the national average rate (2.1%). 

o	 The NSW rate was also statistically significantly different to Queensland, Victoria, South, 
Australian Capital Territory, Western Australia and the Northern Territory.
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‘Other theft’ in NSW is among the lowest in Australia.

Figure 22. Self-reported other theft victimisation rate, Annual average 2022/23 & 2023/24

▪ 1.6% of NSW households self-report victimisation of other theft annually
▪ The difference to the Australian rate is not statistically significant

*   The difference to the NSW rate is statistically significant.
Note: : : Other theft includes property stolen from a yard, as well as property stolen in other situations/locations. Excludes any 
                incidents involving theft covered in other sections of the survey such as break-ins or robberies.
Source: ABS, 2025a (Crime Victimisation survey, tables 31a-d)
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	• 	According to the Crime Victimisation Survey, averaged over the two years 2022/23 and 2023/24, 
1.6% of NSW households self-reported other theft. This rate was lower than all other states and 
territories.

o	 The NSW rate was only significantly lower than in Victoria, Western Australia and the 
Northern Territory.

Figure 23. Police reported ‘other theft’ victimisation rate, 2022

Note 1: Other theft includes the unlawful taking of money, goods, or services, without the use of force, threat of force or violence,
               coercion or deception; with the intent to permanently or temporarily deprive the owner or possessor of the money, goods, 
               or services. Includes the ANZSOC groups: theft of motor vehicle parts or contents (0813); theft from a person (excluding by 
                force) (0821); theft from retail premises (0823); theft (except motor vehicles) n.e.c. (0829); illegal use of property 
                (except motor vehicles) (0841).
Note 2: 2022 data used due to missing data for NT in 2023
Source: ABS, 2024 (Recorded crime victims, table 9)

▪ 1,258.8 / 100,000 NSW residents are victims of other theft annually
▪ 31% lower than Australian rate
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	• 	In 2022, NSW had the lowest rate of police-recorded incidents of other theft compared to each of 
the states and territories, with a rate of 1,258.8 per 100,000 population.

o	 The NSW rate was 31% lower than the national rate (of 1,812.6 per 100,000 population).
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SUMMARY
This paper compares crime and safety in NSW with other Australian states and territories by drawing on 
both administratively collected and self-reported crime victimisation data. This approach enables us to 
make observations about NSW’s crime victimisation rates that are not possible using NSW data alone. 
The analysis highlights that, relative to other jurisdictions, NSW consistently records relatively low rates of 
victimisation for both violent and property offences.

Table 1. Summary of results

Offence NSW ranking compared with other states & territories1 NSW rate compared to Australian rate2

Violent offences Police
Crime Victimisation 

Survey
Personal Safety  

Survey
Crime Victimisation  

Survey

  Murder 8/8

  Physical assault 5/7 7/8 Significantly lower

  Threatened assault 8/8 No sig. difference

  Domestic and family violence 4/6 3/83 No sig. difference

  Women’s violent victimisation 6/6 8/8 No sig. difference

  Men's violent victimisation 6/6 No sig. difference

  Sexual assault 2/8 8/8 1/8 No sig. difference

  Robbery 8/8 8/8 Significantly lower

Property offences Police
Crime Victimisation 

 Survey
Fraud  
Survey

Crime Victimisation  
Survey

  Break & enter 7/8 8/8 Significantly lower

  Motor vehicle theft 8/8 6/8 No sig. difference

  Fraud 5/8 No sig. difference

  Malicious damage 8/8 Significantly lower

  Theft from motor vehicle 8/8 Significantly lower

  Other theft 8/8 8/8 No sig. difference

1 Ranking refers to NSW’s ranking compared to each of the Australian states and territories, with 1 being the highest rate and 8 being the lowest rate.
2 Indicates whether the self-reported victimisation rate in NSW was statistically significantly different to the Australian rate, based on the Crime Victimisation survey  
(or in the case of fraud, based on the Fraud survey data).
3 This result relates to female victims of DFV. 

Table 1 summarises the findings. For most selected offences, NSW showed low crime rates. However, 
three offences showed a different pattern:

	• 	Sexual assault (Figures 10, 11 and 12): Both police statistics and the Personal Safety Survey (PSS) 
indicate that NSW sexual assault rates are among the highest nationally. (By contrast, pooled CVS 
data, suggests sexual violence is relatively low). However, neither the CVS or PSS surveys find a 
significant difference between the NSW rate and the national average. It is important to note that 
the reliability of sexual assault data in both the police statistics and victim surveys are affected 
by the reluctance of victims to disclose their experiences as well as the relatively low number of 
offences.
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	• 	Domestic violence (Figures 5 and 6): Domestic violence rates in NSW appear to be similar to the 
national average. The only statistically significant comparisons suggest the NSW rate is lower than 
Queensland but higher than the Australian Capital Territory. Domestic violence estimates are also 
imprecise making it hard to detect meaningful differences.

	• 	Fraud (Figure 19): The fraud victimisation rate among NSW residents is equivalent to the national 
average.

NSW recorded comparably low rates for several violent offences:

	• 	Murder (Figure 1): The NSW murder rate was the lowest in Australia, and 9% lower than the 
national average.

	• 	Physical assault (Figures 2 and 3): The NSW assault rate was among the lowest in Australia, and 
statistically significantly lower than the national average (by 24%).

	• 	Violence against women (Figures 7 and 8) and violence against men (Figure 9): NSW 
showed rates lower than many jurisdictions, but the difference was not statistically significant to 
the national average.

	• 	Robbery (Figures 13 and 14): The NSW rate was the lowest in Australia, significantly lower than 
five other jurisdictions and statistically significantly lower than the national rate (by 67%).

NSW also recorded the lowest rates for several property offences:

	• 	Break and enter (Figures 15 and 16): The NSW rate was statistically significantly lower than at 
least six jurisdictions and statistically significantly lower than the national rate (by 30%).

	• 	Motor vehicle theft (Figures 17 and 18): The NSW rate was lower than many jurisdictions, 
but the differences between the national average or the other jurisdictions were generally not 
significantly significant.

	• 	Malicious property damage (Figure 20): The NSW rate was statistically significantly lower than 
five jurisdictions and lower than the national rate (by 17%).

	• 	Theft from motor vehicle (Figure 21): The NSW rate was statistically significantly lower than six 
jurisdictions and lower than the national rate (by 33%).

These results demonstrate that crime rates in NSW are generally low compared to other Australian 
states and territories. Across both violent and property offences, NSW consistently records some of the 
lowest victimisation rates nationally, and for many offences the rates are the lowest in Australia. This 
pattern is evident in offences such as murder, physical assault, robbery, break and enter, motor vehicle theft, 
malicious damage and theft from motor vehicle where NSW has either the lowest, or near to the lowest, 
rate. However, sexual assault stands out as an offence of concern. While NSW’s rates are not significantly 
different from the national average, the data considered suggests the rates are high. The prevalence and 
impact of sexual violence remain serious issues that require ongoing attention and dedicated prevention 
efforts.
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