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NSW Closing the Gap Target 13 Annual Report

Aboriginal adult female victims, plus all Aboriginal victims under 18 

years.

Note: data from March 2020 onwards have been impacted by COVID 

and may not represent a change in long term trend
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1.1 Aboriginal women and child victims of domestic assault 

https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au

bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

1.3 Aboriginal child victims of domestic 

assault 

1.2 Aboriginal women victims of domestic 

assault 

Aboriginal women and child victims of domestic violence
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Aboriginal adult female victims, plus all Aboriginal victims under 18 years. 

Note: Sexual offences includes all sexual assault. sexual touching and 

sexual act incidents not just those perpetrated by someone in a domestic 

relationship with the victim.

3.1 Domestic violence related offences: Aboriginal women and child victims 

https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au

bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

2.2 Relationship – Aboriginal children2.1 Relationship - Aboriginal women

2 out of 3 women victims were 

assaulted by a current or former 

intimate partner

Current year

64.1% intimate 

partners

3 out of 4 child victims were 

assaulted by a family member, 
such as a parent, sibling or other 

family member

Current year

75.8% family 

member

Offence 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2 Year Trend

5-year Trend 

(annual 

average)

DV Murder 2 0 0 1 4 n.c. n.c.

Total DV assault 4,231 4,752 5,267 5,473 5,356 stable 6.1%

DV Grievous bodily harm 57 53 58 52 54 stable stable

DV Actual bodily harm 1,159 1,394 1,467 1,613 1,517 stable 7.0%

DV Assault common 3,015 3,305 3,742 3,808 3,784 stable 5.8%

DV Intimidation/stalking 2,613 2,874 3,269 3,670 3,799 stable 9.8%

Breach ADVO 3,628 4,065 4,505 4,976 5,228 stable 9.6%

Protected persons on ADVOs 6,208 7,174 8,110 8,490 8,371 stable 7.8%

Adult sexual offences*
323 490 624 726 794 stable 25.2%

Child sex offences*
1,192 1,473 1,616 1,911 2,059 stable 14.6%

Reported via Child Protection Line
712 723 789 843 787 stable stable

Reported to police
440 708 679 887 989 stable 22.4%

NSW Closing the Gap Target 13 Annual Report

Aboriginal women and child victims of domestic violence
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Aboriginal adult female victims, plus all Aboriginal victims under 18 

years.

Note: data from March 2020 onwards have been impacted by COVID 

and may not represent a change in long term trend

https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au

bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

4.2 Age and gender profile of Aboriginal child 

victims, 2025

4.1 Age profile of Aboriginal women victims, 

2025

The majority of Aboriginal adult 

female victims are young, aged 

under 35 years.

61.6%
Aged 18 to 34 

years

The majority of young Aboriginal 

victims are female

62.6%
Female

4.3 Urban/Regional location of victims, 2021 to 

2025

The overwhelming majority of 

victims reside in Regional 

areas

78.1%
Reside in 

Regional NSW

Age group Gender

Residential location

Local Government 

Area*
Rate Ratio Number

Bourke 12,250.7 5.5 86

Central Darling 11,130.4 5.0 64

Wentworth 10,526.3 4.7 58

Broken Hill 8,740.4 3.9 136

Moree Plains 8,148.4 3.6 202

Walgett 7,221.4 3.2 92

Gilgandra 6,806.3 3.0 39

Sydney 5,997.3 2.7 132

Armidale 5,536.7 2.5 114

Lachlan 5,253.3 2.4 56

4.4 Regions with highest rate of victims, 2025

* With 30 or more recorded victims
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Aboriginal adult female victims, plus all Aboriginal victims under 18 

years.

Note: data from March 2020 onwards have been impacted by COVID 

and may not represent a change in long term trend

Current year

73.5% Aboriginal 

offender

Current year

74.0% Aboriginal 

offender

5.1 Aboriginal offenders proceeded against for domestic violence assault 

https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au

bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

5.3 Aboriginal child victims of domestic violence 

assault by the alleged offender’s Aboriginality

5.2 Aboriginal women victims of domestic violence 

assault by the alleged offender’s Aboriginality

Aboriginal women were more 

frequently victimised by an 

Aboriginal offender

Over two-thirds of Aboriginal 

children were victimised by an 

Aboriginal offender

NSW Closing the Gap Target 13 Annual Report

Aboriginal women and child victims of domestic violence

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

1,219
1,287

1,394

1,550 1,547

1,651

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Stable
Most recent year-on-

year change

5,904

Prior year

2024

+285

From prior 

year

+175
From prior 

quarter

6,189

Current year

2025

1,945
2,202 2,328 2,495 2,381

612
647

727
757 836

789

906

1,130
1,183 1,0453,346

3,755

4,185
4,435

4,262

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Unknown/No POI

355 412 446 443 468

176
171

179 160 169

354

414
457

435
457

885

997

1,082
1,038

1,094

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Unknown/No POI



https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au

bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au
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Measure Definition

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

Target 13

Number of Aboriginal adult women (aged 18+ years) or Aboriginal children (aged 0-17 

years) recorded as victims of domestic assault by the NSW Police.

2.1, 2.2 

Relationship

Shows the relationship recorded by the NSW Police between the victim and the offender 

in a domestic assault incident.

Intimate partner includes Current and ex spouses, current and ex partners, current and 

ex boyfriend/girlfriend.

Family includes Parents, children (including step, and foster), siblings, other family 

members (including kin)

Other domestic relationship: Persons living in the same household/residential facility, 

carer, person in authority, other domestic relationship (e.g. partner’s ex partner). 

3.1 Domestic and 

sexual violence 

offences

Number of Aboriginal adult women (aged 18+ years) and Aboriginal children (aged 0-17 

years) recorded as victims of selected domestic and/or sexual violence offences by the 

NSW Police.

4.1 4.2 

Demographics

Age and gender profile of Aboriginal adult women (aged 18+ years) and Aboriginal 

children (aged 0-17 years) recorded as victims of domestic assault by the NSW Police.

4.3 4.4 Regional 

breakdown 

Where do Aboriginal adult women (aged 18+ years) and Aboriginal children (aged 0-17 

years) reside.

Rate: Rate per 100,000 population (Aboriginal women and Aboriginal children). 

Population based on Australian Bureau of Statistics 2021 Estimated Resident 

Population.

Ratio: Ratios are a comparison of NSW LGA rates per 100,000 population to the NSW 

rate per 100,000 population. A ratio of one indicates parity with the State rate.

5.1 5.2 5.3 

Offenders

Number of Aboriginal offenders proceeded against by the NSW Police for domestic 

assault.

5.2 5.3 show the proportion of Aboriginal offenders where there is a known offender

Measure Definition

NSW Closing the Gap Target 13 Annual Report

Aboriginal women and child victims of domestic violence
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Aboriginality

The NSW Police Force records the Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander status of people in their COPS database 

using the Australian Bureau of Statistics Standard Indigenous Question (SIQ). BOCSAR obtains this information 

from NSW Police to produce statistics. 

In January 2022, it became mandatory for NSW Police to ask most persons of interest and victims whether they 

identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. This change in practice has resulted in an increase in both the 

number and proportion of individuals recorded as Aboriginal in police datasets. In this data, a record is classified 

as relating to an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person if:

 - at least 25% of an adult’s police reports, or

 - at least 35% of a young person’s reports,

identify them as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person.

Because of these changes, Aboriginality data reported here is not directly comparable with data produced prior to 

2026. Unadjusted (raw) data can be provided on request.
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