
Key Insights

DV assault in NSW – Rate map April 2025 - March 2026

Quarterly update on domestic and family violence recorded by the NSW Police Force. Includes trends in 
recorded domestic violence (DV) related criminal incidents, police enforcement and victim characteristics. 

Quick links
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• BOCSAR Crime Tool
• Glossary
• DFV data files
• DV Assault Regional  

Comparison tool
• BOCSAR DV reports and 

evaluations
• DV related murder 
• Murder victim dashboard

Published: June 2026

NSW Trends in Domestic & Family Violence
Quarterly Report: Data to March 2026

➢ 33 people were victims of DV murder in the 12 months to March 2026: 17 adult women , 12 adult men and 

4 children. This was 2 fewer victims than in the previous 12 months (Murder Victim Dashboard).  

➢ Of the 17 adult women victims, 10 were murdered by a current or ex intimate partner and 7 by a family 

member.

➢ Recorded incidents of DV assault remained stable in NSW over the two years to March 2026 but 

increased 3.1% per year on average over the past 10 years - from 29,052 incidents in the 12 months to 

March 2017 to 38,314 in the 12 months to March 2026. 

➢ The Far West and Orana region had the highest rate of DV assault in the 12 months to March 2026 

(1,531.2 per 100,000 population), over three times the average rate for NSW. 

➢ In the year to March 2026, 71.2% of DV assault incidents had a legal action commenced by NSW Police 

within 90 days of reporting. This is the highest legal action rate in 10 years, and up 6.6% compared to the 

previous 12 months (1,674 additional DV assault incidents with a legal action). This increase in the legal 

action rate, coupled with the large number of DV assaults being reported to Police, means the number of 

persons of interest proceeded against for DV assault is now at a record high. 

http://crimetool.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/bocsar/
http://crimetool.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/bocsar/
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Pages/bocsar_crime_stats/bocsar_glossary.aspx
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Pages/bocsar_crime_stats/bocsar_glossary.aspx
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Pages/bocsar_pages/Domestic-Violence.aspx
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Pages/bocsar_pages/Domestic-Violence.aspx
https://bocsarblob.blob.core.windows.net/bocsar-open-data/DV_Assault_Regional_Comparison_Tool.xlsm
https://bocsarblob.blob.core.windows.net/bocsar-open-data/DV_Assault_Regional_Comparison_Tool.xlsm
https://bocsarblob.blob.core.windows.net/bocsar-open-data/DV_Assault_Regional_Comparison_Tool.xlsm
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/research-evaluations.html?site=%2Fcontent%2Fdcj%2Fbocsar%2Fbocsar-home%2Fresearch-evaluations&access=s&collection=AEM-BOCSAR-2023&funnelbackSuggestAutoCompleteURL=&funnelbackserver=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.facs.nsw.gov.au%2Fs%2Fsearch.json&additionalSearchParameters=meta_f_sand%3Dhtml%26meta_v%3D%252Fresearch-evaluations%252F*%26fmo%3Dtrue%26meta_v_not%3Dresearch-evaluations.html&contentTags=&showAllOnLanding=on&search_option=1&q=&f.Subject%7Cbocsarsubject=Domestic%2520and%2520family%2520violence
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/research-evaluations.html?site=%2Fcontent%2Fdcj%2Fbocsar%2Fbocsar-home%2Fresearch-evaluations&access=s&collection=AEM-BOCSAR-2023&funnelbackSuggestAutoCompleteURL=&funnelbackserver=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.facs.nsw.gov.au%2Fs%2Fsearch.json&additionalSearchParameters=meta_f_sand%3Dhtml%26meta_v%3D%252Fresearch-evaluations%252F*%26fmo%3Dtrue%26meta_v_not%3Dresearch-evaluations.html&contentTags=&showAllOnLanding=on&search_option=1&q=&f.Subject%7Cbocsarsubject=Domestic%2520and%2520family%2520violence
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/research-evaluations.html?site=%2Fcontent%2Fdcj%2Fbocsar%2Fbocsar-home%2Fresearch-evaluations&access=s&collection=AEM-BOCSAR-2023&funnelbackSuggestAutoCompleteURL=&funnelbackserver=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.facs.nsw.gov.au%2Fs%2Fsearch.json&additionalSearchParameters=meta_f_sand%3Dhtml%26meta_v%3D%252Fresearch-evaluations%252F*%26fmo%3Dtrue%26meta_v_not%3Dresearch-evaluations.html&contentTags=&showAllOnLanding=on&search_option=1&q=&f.Subject%7Cbocsarsubject=Domestic%2520and%2520family%2520violence
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/dcj/bocsar/documents/topic-areas/murder/DV_Murder_Infographic.pdf
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/dcj/bocsar/documents/topic-areas/murder/DV_Murder_Infographic.pdf
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/topic-areas/murder.html
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/topic-areas/murder.html
https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/topic-areas/murder.html


Recorded DFV Trends - incidents and victims

‘Domestic Violence’ includes incidents flagged by the NSW Police Force as domestic violence related, based on relationship between victim and 
offender including current and ex intimate partner, family member and other domestic relationships such as household members, carers and ex 
partner of current partner.   ‘n.c.’: not calculated

Figure 2. DV assault incidents in 12 months (numbers and rate per 100,000 population)

Figure 1. Two and ten year trends in key DV related incidents

DV assault incidents
12 months to March 2026

Figure 3. DV murder victims: adult women and children only
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2 year 
trend

10 year trend
 (annual 
average)

DV murder 34 19 41 26 34 26 21 34 35 33 stable stable

Total DV assault 29,052 28,370 30,237 31,628 32,183 32,357 34,618 36,808 38,217 38,314 stable 3.1%

DV grievous bodily harm 364 371 364 354 412 370 356 383 321 340 stable stable

DV actual bodily harm 7,554 7,468 8,026 8,268 8,589 8,784 9,391 9,544 9,802 9,950 stable 3.1%

DV common assault 21,126 20,525 21,843 22,998 23,169 23,191 24,856 26,867 28,076 28,004 stable 3.2%

Coercive control - - - - - - - - 231 347 n.c. n.c.

DV intimidation, stalking & 
harassment

13,373 13,734 14,766 16,755 18,286 19,826 21,408 22,542 24,539 26,179 6.7% 7.7%

DV breach AVO 14,267 13,937 15,586 17,469 19,210 20,570 21,902 23,469 25,085 26,527 5.7% 7.1%

DV non-criminal episode 80,906 79,739 81,426 86,455 88,442 83,719 80,709 87,120 89,511 89,246 stable 1.1%



What are the regional trends for DV assault?

Figure 4. DV assault: Greater Sydney, Regional NSW, NSW and Regional SA4s

Note, red –significant increase, green- significant decrease, black – at least twice as high as the NSW rate, yellow – at least half the NSW rate

DV assault rate: Greater Sydney and Regional NSW
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For data on DV assault by LGA click here
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Region
Two year 

trends

Ten year trends 
(annual average % 

change)

Ratio to 
NSW

Number 
(12 months to

 Mar 2026)

Rate per 100,000 
(12 months to     

Mar 2026)

Greater Sydney Stable 2.3 0.8 20,049 360.8

Regional NSW 1.4 4.1 1.4 18,260 624.9

NSW Stable 3.1 1.0 38,314 451.9

Greater Sydney
Baulkham Hills & Hawkesbury Stable 5.0 0.4 476 165.3
Blacktown 8.6 2.6 1.3 2,631 594.6
Central Coast Stable Stable 1.2 1,903 536.4
City & Inner South Stable 2.1 1.0 1,594 438.5
Eastern Suburbs Stable Stable 0.5 626 225.2
Inner South West Stable Stable 0.8 2,321 366.0
Inner West Stable 5.8 0.6 872 272.1
North Sydney & Hornsby Stable 4.0 0.3 653 147.1
Northern Beaches 30.7 Stable 0.4 451 166.6
Outer South West Stable 2.9 1.1 1,552 487.8
Outer West & Blue Mountains Stable Stable 1.1 1,668 481.6
Parramatta Stable 2.4 0.9 2,043 387.5
Ryde 14.0 5.5 0.5 440 204.1
South West Stable 3.1 0.9 2,189 423.7
Sutherland Stable 2.8 0.6 630 265.4
Regional NSW
Capital Region Stable 4.1 0.9 986 400.7
Central West Stable 3.6 1.5 1,425 659.7
Coffs Harbour - Grafton Stable 3.3 1.5 1,029 683.4
Far West & Orana Stable 5.1 3.4 1,808 1531.2
Hunter Valley excl. Newcastle 9.7 5.3 1.6 2,215 713.6
Illawarra 16.7 2.3 0.8 1,237 379.0
Mid North Coast 2.9 5.7 1.6 1,682 710.4
Murray Stable 6.4 1.6 902 707.7
New England & North West Stable 5.3 2.4 2,042 1073.1
Newcastle & Lake Macquarie 7.1 3.4 1.1 2,080 510.6
Richmond - Tweed Stable 2.5 1.0 1,133 431.1
Riverina Stable Stable 1.3 1,007 607.2
Southern Highlands & Shoalhaven 15.0 4.2 1.0 714 435.2

https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/topic-areas/domestic-violence.html


How do NSW Police respond to domestic & family violence?

Figure 5. Total DV assault incidents and % of incidents with a legal action by police 
commenced within 90 days
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Figure 6.  ADVO compliance checks by 
the NSW Police Force

Total incidents 
stable over most 
recent 2 years

Legal action within 
90 days up by 6.6% 
over most recent 2 
years

No legal action 
within 90 days 
down by 16.5% 
over most recent 2 
years

Figure 7.  Number of ADVOs 
commenced

Figure 8.  Number of ADVOs in force each quarter and % breached

% commencing legal action within 90 days
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What are the trends for domestic & family violence assault 
by victim type?

Figure 9. DV assault victim trends by victim age and gender

Figure 10. DV assault victim trends by victim relationship to perpetrator

Figure 11. DV assault victims of family violence 
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*Includes victims with missing/unknown age or gender
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2 year 
trend

10 year trend
 (annual 
average)

Total DV assault victims* 31,191 30,653 32,438 33,872 34,601 34,768 37,340 39,948 41,688 41,881 stable 3.3%

Adult female victims 19,547 19,014 20,174 20,776 21,319 20,937 22,287 23,381 24,327 24,433 stable 2.5%

Adult male victims 7,845 7,939 8,449 8,848 9,003 9,236 9,936 10,978 11,236 11,352 stable 4.2%

Child (0-17 years) victims 3,584 3,480 3,586 4,004 4,017 4,287 4,872 5,277 5,783 5,781 stable 5.5%
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2 year 
trend

10 year trend
 (annual 
average)

Intimate 
partner 

Total* 17,987 17,308 18,472 19,230 19,514 19,410 20,645 21,646 22,777 22,780 stable 2.7%

Female victim 14,609 13,906 14,801 15,194 15,402 15,126 15,927 16,489 17,409 17,278 stable 1.9%

Male victim 3,333 3,352 3,622 3,980 4,045 4,223 4,674 5,109 5,330 5,489 3.0% 5.7%

Family 10,302 10,102 10,771 11,358 11,965 12,098 13,219 14,374 15,479 16,015 3.5% 5.0%

Other 2,819 3,148 3,123 3,195 3,015 3,119 3,256 3,692 3,184 2,860 stable stable



Who are the victims and offenders of domestic & family 
violence assault?

Figure 12. DV assault victims by victim age and gender: 12 months to March 2026

Figure 14. DV assault offenders^: 12 months to March 2026

Figure 13. Relationship between offender and victim of DV assault: 12 months to March 2026
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* N= 41,561 victims. This total excludes 320 persons with missing age or gender

Summary*

• 67% of victims were female

• 14% of victims were children

• 24% of victims were aged 25-34 yrs

• 56% of child victims were female

• 68% of adult victims were female

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV): current & ex 
spouse/partner, current & ex boy/girlfriend.

Family Violence: child, parent, sibling, other family 
member.

Other: carer, housemate, persons in authority, other 
(e.g. ex-partner of partner).

IPV accounts for over half 
of DV assault victims; 54%

Family violence accounts 
for over one third of DV 
assault victims; 38%

^ The term ‘offenders’  refers to persons of interest (POI) legally proceeded against by police for a criminal incident rather than a proven offence. 
Where an individual is involved in multiple criminal incidents throughout the year they will appear as a POI multiple times. 

Summary~

~ N= 29,202 offenders. This total excludes 50 persons with missing age or gender

• 73% of offenders were male

• 93% of offenders were adult

• 29% of offenders were aged 25-34 yrs

• 59% of child offenders were male

• 74% of adult offenders were male
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